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. INTRODUCTION

Exceptional events are unusual or naturally occurring events that can affect air quality, but are
not reasonably controllable using techniques that state or local air agencies may implement in
order to attain and maintain the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). Exceptional
events may include wildfires, high wind dust events, prescribed fires, stratospheric ozone
intrusions, and firework demonstrations. Since these events cannot be reasonably controlled,
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has adopted requirements and procedures to
exclude air quality monitoring data affected by an exceptional event from regulatory
determinations. However, to further verify that the public is being protected from exceptional
events, the 2016 revisions to the federal Exceptional Events Rule requires states to develop
mitigation plans for areas with historically documented or known recurring exceptional
events.!Santa Barbara County was not initially identified by the EPA as an area that needed to
submit a mitigation plan. However, in April 2022, EPA identified additional areas subject to the
mitigation plan requirements based on recent air quality data.? Specifically, the mitigation plan
requirement is triggered if an initial notification is submitted for three or more exceptional
events of the same type and pollutant within a three-year period. Santa Barbara County was
included as a designated area due to PMo (particulate matter that is 10 microns or less in
diameter) exceedances from wildfires.

The Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District (District) has prepared this exceptional
events mitigation plan to satisfy the requirements of the 2016 Exceptional Events Rule and to
demonstrate the District’s practices to minimize public exposure to the impacts of PM 1o during
wildfires and other exceptional events. Since the District has no control over these events, the
District must be ready to take the appropriate actions when they negatively impact the region’s
air quality. This plan outlines the procedures the District will take to protect public health in
cases where exceptional events increase PM1o concentrations in the region to a level where
they exceed or are expected to exceed the 24-hour PM1p ambient air quality standard.

1 EPA. Treatment of Data Influenced by Exceptional Events; Final Rule; 81 Fed. Reg. 191, pp. 68216-68282.
(October 3, 2016). https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2016-10-03/pdf/2016-22983.pdf

2 Additional Areas Subject to Mitigation Plan Requirements Under the Exceptional Events Rule (April 2022),
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-04/ca-letter ee-mitigation-plans letter final.pdf
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. BACKGROUND

Particulate Matter

Particulate matter (PM) is the term for the mixture of solid and liquid particles in the ambient
air. Particles originate from a variety of activities and processes, and the chemical and physical
compositions vary. Components of PM include nitrates, sulfates, elemental carbon, organic
carbon compounds, acid aerosols, trace metals, and geologic materials. PM can be directly
emitted to the air or can be produced by secondary formation in the atmosphere when
precursor gaseous pollutants, such as nitrogen oxides and sulfur dioxide, chemically react to
form fine aerosol particles. Sources of PM are mainly due to human (anthropogenic) activities,
such as residential fuel combustion, entrained road dust, and motor vehicle exhaust. PM can
also be generated from natural sources such as wildfires.

FIGURE 1: COMPARISON OF PM ;5 TO HUMAN HAIR AND SAND
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Studies have linked PM exposure to a variety of significant health problems. While all particle
pollution can cause health impacts, PM1g particles are so small that they can be inhaled and
deposited into the lungs. Consequently, exposure to PM1p can cause serious health problems
and aggravate existing problems. People with heart or lung diseases, children, and older adults
are the most likely to be affected by particle pollution. However, even if a person is healthy,
they may experience temporary symptoms from exposure to elevated levels of particle
pollution. Adverse health effects linked to PMjg include:

e Increased respiratory symptoms, such as irritation of the airways, coughing, or difficulty
breathing;

e Decreased lung function;




e Aggravated asthma;
e Development of chronic bronchitis;
e Irregular heartbeat; and

e Premature death in people with heart or lung disease.

To protect the public from health effects caused by the exposure to particulate matter, the EPA
has established NAAQS for PM1o. The 24-hour PM1o standard was adopted in 1987 and it is set
at 150 micrograms per cubic meter (ug/ms3).

Monitoring Network and Exceptional Events

The District has established an air monitoring network to monitor for various air pollution
concentrations in the region, as illustrated in Figure 2 below. The air monitoring network
complies with federal air monitoring regulation requirements as specified in 40 CFR Part 58 for
methodology and data quality assurance. It is designed to meet three basic monitoring
objectives: 1) provide air pollution data to the public in a timely manner; 2) support compliance
with ambient air quality standards and emission strategy development; and 3) support air
pollution research studies. The District’s Air Monitoring Network Plan, which is available on the
District’s website3, presents details about the entire network and about each air monitoring site
in the County. Each monitoring site is categorized as either a State and Local Air Monitoring
Station (SLAMS) or an Industrial monitoring station. SLAMS are designed to measure urban and
regional air quality throughout the county while the Industrial stations are required by facility
permits to monitor air quality impacts from the operation of nearby facilities. Continuous PM1g
measurements are taken from the Santa Barbara, Goleta, Lompoc H Street, Santa Maria, and
Las Flores Canyon monitoring stations. The District also has portable monitoring stations
available that can continuously measure PM1o and be deployed as necessary.

3 SBCAPCD Ambient Air Monitoring webpage, https://www.ourair.org/air-monitoring/
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FIGURE 2: SBCAPCD AIR MONITORING NETWORK
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The Clean Air Act (CAA) Section 319(b) recognizes that using air monitoring data influenced by
an exceptional event, like wildfires, may not be appropriate when making certain regulatory
decisions. For air monitoring data influenced by an exceptional event that causes one or more
exceedances of the NAAQS, CAA Section 319(b) establishes a mechanism to exclude this air
monitoring data from regulatory determinations. The CAA Section 319(b) defines an
exceptional event as the following:

1) It affects air quality;

2) Itis not reasonably controllable or preventable;

3) Itis an event caused by human activity that is unlikely to recur at a particular location or
a natural event;

4) ltis determined by EPA through the process established in the regulations to be an
exceptional event; and

5) It does not include stagnation of air masses, meteorological inversion, a meteorological
event involving high temperature or lack of precipitation, or air pollution relating to
noncompliant source.

Climate and Terrain

Santa Barbara County occupies more than 2,700 square miles, most of which is sparsely
populated and mountainous. The County is situated among a series of mountain ranges, and
most of the County's developed areas are located along the coastal plain and in the inter-
mountain valleys. Santa Barbara County's climate is typically warm and dry in summer and cool
and wet in winter, close to that of a Mediterranean-type climate. During the summer, the




region typically encounters a strong subtropical, high-pressure system over the Pacific
Ocean, resulting in minimal rainfall. During the winter, low-pressure systems bring storms
into California as the polar jet stream migrates southward from the Gulf of Alaska.

Mediterranean climates are prone to drought conditions as has been the case for California
over several years in the last decade. According to the United States Geologic Survey,
California experienced its worst drought in over a century during 2011-2015. The National
Drought Mitigation Center maps, shown in Figure 3 below, compare the currently improved
drought conditions in the State to the exceptional drought conditions that existed in 2015.
The drought conditions in the past decade were a significant factor in the conditions that
led to previous wildfires within Santa Barbara County and the state of California. If the region
experiences long-term extreme or exceptional drought conditions again, there is an increased
likelihood and potential for more wildfires to occur.

FIGURE 3: CALIFORNIA DROUGHT INTENSITY IN APRIL 2015 AND APRIL 2023
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Wildfire Events

Wildfires are not typically predictable, preventable, or immediately controllable, and the smoke
from wildfires can result in elevated emission concentrations and adverse air pollution impacts
to the public. In the 2016-2018 period, multiple wildfires affected air quality within the South
Central Coast air basin, which includes San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, and Ventura County Air
Pollution Control Districts. Specifically, the three events that triggered the federal requirement
to create this exceptional events mitigation plan were the Sherpa Fire, Canyon Fire, and
Thomas Fire. Information on these wildfires and the PM1p impacts at the highest recorded
monitoring station are shown below in Figures 4 and 5. Note that some of the exceedances
occurred after the wildfire event was over, as the exceedances were caused by high wind
events that stirred up deposits of smoke ash and debris.




FIGURE 4: WILDFIRE EVENTS IN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY
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Wildfire o .. . . & Exceedance PMj0 Exceedance

Wildfire Description Station with ]
Event . Date Concentration
Highest Impacts
7 474 acres 6/16/2016 436 pg/m3
: 6/17/2016 202 m3
Sherpa in south-central Las Flores /17 he/

Fire Santa Barbara County; Canyon 6/18/2016 206 pg/m3
6/19/2016 266 pg/m3
10/18/2016 168 pug/m3
12,742 acres 10/19/2016 177 pg/m3
Canyon In western Vandenberg Air 10/23/2016 204 pg/m3
Fire Santa Barbara County; Force Base* 11/16/2016 257 ug/m3
9/17/2016 - 9/24/2016 1/8/2017 399 ug/m3
2/2/2017 208 ug/m3
12/6/2017 163 pg/m3
281,893 acres 12/7/2017 337 ug/m3
Thomas in Santa Barbara and 12/9/2017 171 pg/m3
o Ventura counties; Santa Barbara 12/10/2017 203 pg/m3
12/11/2017 235 ug/m3
12/16/2017 252 ug/m3

4 Monitoring station closed in March 2019.




FIGURE 5: FIRE PERIMETERS FROM THE WILDFIRE EVENTS
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Wildfires throughout the state of California have also caused severe smoke impacts in Santa
Barbara County. Major wildfires in northern and central California (outside of the South Central
Coast air basin) have created massive amounts of smoke emissions that were transported into
the region, lasting for multiple consecutive days. Information on the total acreage from all
California wildfires is included in Figure 6 below.

FIGURE 6: CALIFORNIA WILDFIRES — ACREAGE OF BURNED WILDLAND
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1. MITIGATION PLAN COMPONENTS

Per the 2016 Exceptional Events Rule, all states having areas with historically documented or
known recurring seasonal events shall be required to develop a mitigation plan, demonstrating
that appropriate and reasonable actions are being taken to protect public health from
exceedances or violations of the NAAQS. The specific components of the mitigation plan, which
are outlined in 40 CFR 51.930(b)(2) and described in detail in this chapter, include the following:

1) Public notification to and education programs for affected or potentially affected
communities.

2) Steps to identify, study, and implement mitigation measures, including approaches to
address each of the following:
a. Measures to abate or minimize contributing controllable sources of identified
pollutants.
b. Methods to minimize public exposure to high concentrations of identified
pollutants.
Process to collect and maintain data pertinent to the event.
d. Mechanisms to consult other air quality managers in the affected area regarding
the appropriate responses to abate and minimize impacts.
3) Provisions for periodic reviews and evaluation.

Public Education and Notification
(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(i))

The District utilizes various data from the air monitoring network and meteorology networks
within Santa Barbara County to track air pollutant concentrations (including PM1o) and
meteorology parameters (like wind speed and direction) throughout each day. District staff also
monitor national and regional meteorology forecast models to identify forecast meteorology
conditions that could result in air quality impacts. When episodic events like high winds or
wildfires occur or are forecasted to occur, District staff watch for increases in hourly PMig
concentrations, as well as gather information from other agencies and available eye-witness
observations. Staff then take action to engage in public notification and educational processes,
as described in Table 1. Through these measures the District provides prompt public
notification to potentially affected communities to inform them of exceedances, or the
possibility of exceedances, of the NAAQS and of the public health impacts from wildfire smoke.

Additionally, the District communicates the health impacts of air pollution throughout the year
with information available on www.QOurAir.org, as well as via outreach and public messaging
through social media and other avenues, as described in Table 1. District actions are also
identified in Table 1 and examples of educational materials and District notification efforts are
included in Appendix A.



https://www.ourair.org/

TABLE 1: PuBLICc EDUCATION AND NOTIFICATION

SBCAPCD Mitigation Plan Components
Public Education and Notification
(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(i))

Additional Measures During Air Pollution Episodes

Implement a website splash page regarding the exceptional event on the District’s

homepage. (See Appendix A, Figure 1)

Issue bilingual news releases when wildfire smoke events are expected to occur,

or are occurring: (https://www.ourair.org/news/ (See Appendix A, Figure 2)

Post bilingual messages to social media outlets informing of potential or actual

occurrences of harmful air pollution levels and linking to health-protective resources

(e.g. Twitter, Instagram, Nextdoor) (See Appendix A, Figure 3)

Actively field phone calls from the public

Participate in interviews with the local news media outlets

Share "Air Quality Alert" messages to the National Weather Service (NWS)

offices for display on their website and weather products. Air Quality Alerts

provide:

0 guidance on how to protect health and reduce impacts from wildfire smoke and
ash

o information on the effects of elevated particulate matter

0 phone numbers to contact the District and links to the District's website for
more information on air quality

Promote up-to-date information on EPA’s Fire and Smoke Map

Measures in Effect Year-Round

Maintain the District's website with information about the following. Many of these

resources are also available in Spanish.

0 Air pollution and health: https://www.ourair.org/apcd/air-pollutants-and-health/
(See Appendix A, Figure 4)

0 Information on “clean air rooms” for keeping indoor air clean:
https://www.ourair.org/clean-air-rooms/ (See Appendix A, Figures 5 and 6)

0 Today's air quality and forecasts: https://www.ourair.org/todays-air-quality/

0 Air monitoring: https://www.ourair.org/air-monitoring/ (See Appendix A, Figure 7)

0 School air quality activity recommendations. (https://www.ourair.org/wp-
content/uploads/AQ-Levels-School-Guidelines-SBCAPCD-2022.pdf) (See
Appendix A, Figure 8)

o District’s residential wood smoke reduction program (See Appendix A, Figure 9)

Post messages to social media outlets informing of air quality conditions, District

programs, events, and clean air tips (e.g. Twitter, Instagram, Nextdoor) (See

Appendix A, Figure 10)

Provide educational outreach, like the District's Clean Air Ambassadors program,

which promotes environmental literacy and teaches students about ways they can

help improve air quality: https://www.ourair.org/clean-air-ambassadors-program/

Offer a free subscription to air quality alerts and news, via email and text:

https://www.ourair.org/subscribe/

Provide real-time PMio and PMzs concentrations to CARB for updates to their

Air Quality and Meteorological Information System "AQMIS" website:
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https://www.arb.ca.gov/agmis2/agmis2.php

* Share real-time PM1o and PM2s concentrations and forecast the Air Quality Index
(AQI) to EPA for display to their AirNow webpages (https://www.airnow.gov/ and
https://fire.airnow.gov/) and AirNow mobile app.

Measures to Minimize Contributing Controllable Sources
(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(ii)(A))

Current District rules and regulations establish stringent control of PM and other pollutant
emissions from sources in Santa Barbara County. Through ongoing efforts to evaluate the
effectiveness of rules, the District continues its efforts to mitigate emissions of fugitive dust and
other controllable sources of particulates which can exacerbate PM concentrations during high
wind events and wildfire events.

Permitting and enforcement programs are designed to reduce the emissions of various
pollutants and air contaminants including PM. When high concentrations are observed, District
staff rely on field observations, air quality complaints, and public calls to identify areas of
impact and likely sources of the high concentrations. Emissions from controllable sources like
open burning, can be curtailed in the area to reduce contributing impacts to high PM
concentrations during high wind events and wildfire events. Rules designed to minimize smoke
and dust impacts from controllable sources are listed in Table 2.

When air quality is impacted or is forecasted to be impacted by exceptional events, the District
takes additional measures to reduce emissions. Burning activities, such as agricultural burning,
hazard reduction burning, and prescribed burning are curtailed and burn authorizations are not
granted. Further, ongoing communication and close coordination between the District and local
land managers on prescribed burning projects helps to reduce the risk that very large, out-of-
control wildfires will occur. Reduction of fuel build-up through prescribed burning projects and
other, non-burning methods used by land managers, in areas that are susceptible to wildfires, is
a key contributing factor that can lead to reduced wildfires and reduced frequency and duration
of smoke impacts in Santa Barbara County.

The District also provides a variety of grants and incentive programs designed to reduce PM
emissions throughout Santa Barbara County. The programs provide funding for the
replacement of commercial on- and off-road vehicles and equipment, agricultural and marine
engines, lawn care equipment, and residential wood-burning stoves, fireplace inserts, and
fireplaces with cleaner alternatives. Other incentive programs, like the District’s Vessel Speed
Reduction program, also result in the reduction of PM pollution, resulting in improved local air
quality. The District successfully operates these programs in coordination with regional
stakeholders to voluntarily reduce emissions across the county. A list of the District’s current
grant and incentive programs are included in Table 2 and are maintained on the District’s
Planning and Grants webpage (https://www.ourair.org/planning-grants/).
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TABLE 2: MEASURES TO MINIMIZE CONTRIBUTING CONTROLLABLE SOURCES

SBCAPCD Mitigation Plan Practices
Measures to Minimize Contributing Controllable Sources

(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(i))(A))

Rules and Regulations
* The District implements several rules designed to minimize smoke and dust impacts
from controllable sources. Relevant rules include:

0 Rule 312 (Open Fires): minimizes smoke impacts to the public from open burning
conducted in Santa Barbara County, with the exception of prescribed burning and
hazard reduction burning as defined in Rule 401 (Agricultural and Prescribed
Burning).

0 Rule 401 (Agricultural and Prescribed Burning): minimizes smoke
impacts to the public from all prescribed burning and hazard reduction
burning in wildland/urban interface.

0 Rule 345 (Control of Fugitive Dust from Construction and
Demolition Activities): requires actions to prevent, reduce, and
mitigate fugitive dust emissions from construction, demaolition,
excavation, extraction, and other earthmoving activities.

Grant and Incentive Programs
* The District provides clean air grant funds to benefit public health by cost-effectively
replacing old, high polluting equipment with newer, cleaner equipment. Current grant
programs include:

On-Road Vehicles: https://www.ourair.org/grants-for-on-road-vehicles/
Off-Road Equipment: https://www.ourair.org/grants-for-off-road-equipment/
Agricultural Engines: https://www.ourair.org/grants-for-agricultural-engines/
Marine Engines: https://www.ourair.org/grants-for-marine-vessels/
Infrastructure: https://www.ourair.org/ev-charging-program/

0 Low Emission School Buses: https://www.ourair.org/clean-air-grants-for-buses/

* The District offers a variety of incentive programs designed to reduce air pollution,
benefit public health, and help educate students about the importance of clean air.
Current incentive programs include:

0 Old Car Buy Back Program: https://www.ourair.org/old-car-buy-back-program/
Woodsmoke Reduction Program: https://www.ourair.org/heatclean/

Resources for Teachers: https://www.ourair.org/resources-for-teachers/
Landscape Equipment Electrification Fund: https://www.ourair.org/leefprogram/

Vessel Speed Reduction Program: https://www.ourair.org/air-pollution-marine-
shipping/

O O O O O

o O O O
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Measures to Minimize Public Exposure to High Concentrations of PM
(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(ii)(B))

The District's public education and public messaging efforts increase community awareness
about the harmful effects of air pollution and provide information about ways residents can
take action to minimize exposure to high concentrations of PM during episodic events like high
winds and wildfires. District-issued bilingual news releases, social media outreach, and
webpage banners are utilized to inform the public that high concentrations of PM are forecast
to occur or are occurring and share measures that can be taken to minimize exposure.
Additional public education and notification measures were presented above in Table 1 and
examples of outreach and education materials are shown in Appendix A. Table 3 highlights the
measures that help to minimize public exposure to high concentrations of PM.

TABLE 3: MEASURES TO MINIMIZE PuBLIC EXPOSURE TO HIGH CONCENTRATIONS OF PM

SBCAPCD Mitigation Plan Practices
Minimize Public Exposure to High Concentrations of PM

(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(i))(B))

» The District’s Clean Air Rooms Pilot Program helps mitigate the harmful
health effects of wildfire smoke for residents of the disadvantaged
communities of Guadalupe and Casmalia by providing free residential air
filtration units. https://www.ourair.org/clean-air-rooms/

» The District supports the Clean Air Centers Program established by Assembly
Bill (AB) 836. AB 836 provided funding to create Wildfire Smoke Clean Air
Centers for vulnerable populations and establish a network of publicly
accessible facilities with high-efficiency air filtration systems for residents who
may not otherwise have access to clean aid during wildfire events
(https://www.ourair.org/050522-news/). The District conducted outreach to
eligible applicants (https://www.ourair.org/050522-news/) and is supporting
successful applicants with their projects and community outreach. One grant
recipient is expected to have their Clean Air Center ready in 2023, and the
two other recipients are expected to have their Clean Air Centers ready in
2024, depending on construction timelines.

+ Obtain field observations and confirmation of windblown dust and wildfire
smoke PM impacts to aid the District’s public messaging efforts.

» Investigate air quality complaints.

*  “Public Education and Notification” measures (see Table 1) are applicable to
minimizing public exposure to high concentrations of PM.

+  “Measures to Minimize Contributing Controllable Sources” measures (see
Table 2) are applicable to minimizing public exposure to high concentrations
of PM.
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Processes to Collect and Maintain Data Pertinent to the Event
(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(ii)(C))

The District collects and maintains data pertinent to documenting and reviewing exceptional
events that impact air quality and public health. The air monitoring network in Santa Barbara
County has continuous PMj0 and PM3.s monitors operating throughout the year. Continuous
monitoring provides real-time air quality information that is used to identify air pollution
episodes. Data from the District’s air monitoring network are available to District staff, CARB,
and the general public in real-time on the District’s website, and is retained on internal District
servers as well as EPA’s Air Quality Systems (AQS) database.

When exceptional events occur or are forecast to occur, additional information is collected
including photos of impacted areas, satellite images, weather information, meteorological data
like wind speed and direction, and news and media postings and articles. Data and information
are retained for use when preparing exceptional event demonstrations that are submitted to
CARB and to EPA to request that exceedances caused by exceptional events be excluded from
regulatory determinations. Table 4 summarizes the measures taken to collect and maintain
data.

TABLE 4: PROCESSES TO COLLECT AND MAINTAIN DATA PERTINENT TO THE EVENT

SBCAPCD Mitigation Plan Practices
Minimize Public Exposure to High Concentrations of PM

(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(ii)(B))

* A network of gaseous and particulate air quality monitors is operated
throughout Santa Barbara County by the District.

* Use real-time data from continuous monitors to identify exceptional events
impacts.

* Collect photos, satellite images, and other evidence that represents the
severity and location of impacts from the exceptional events to be used in
demonstration documentation requesting EPA exclude the impacted data
from regulatory determinations.

* Collect PM data and upload to EPA’s AQS database for future reference and
analysis.

* Maintain Data in District’s local data management server.

¢ Save evidence and data workbooks relevant to exceedances on District
servers for future reference.




Mechanisms to Consult with Other Air Quality Managers to Abate and

Minimize Impacts
(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(ii)(D))

Often the same weather systems or natural events are responsible for impacts to air quality
across multiple regions and air basins in California, highlighting the need for inter-District
consultation regarding the appropriate responses to abate and minimize impacts to PM1o from
wildfires and other exceptional events. The District engages with neighboring air districts and
public health departments within the county to share information when exceptional events
impacts are occurring or forecast to occur and that will have prolonged impacts.

The District also works closely with land management agencies including CalFire, U.S. Forest
Service, Department of Fish and Wildlife, and other local fire departments and land managers
to carry out forest management efforts. A key part of these efforts includes planning for and
executing safe and effective hazard reduction burns. As part of its burn program, the District
ensures these prescribed burns are designed and planned to minimize air quality impacts and
reduce the occurrence and impact of wildfires. A District approved Smoke Management Plan
(SMP) is required for all prescribed burns prior to granting ignition authorization, and Basic
Smoke Management Practices (BSMP) are required during a burn — including deployment of an
Environmental Beta Attenuation Monitor (EBAM) at a potential Sensitive Receptor Location,
referencing pollutant levels on the District Monitoring Network, and coordinating burns with
other Air Districts in our shared air basin. The District’s prescribed burn efforts also include
smoke modeling (prior to a burn) and a two-step public notification process, whereby the
District works with the involved Fire Agency to broadly disseminate two news releases about
upcoming burns. This two-step process involves 1) a news release once the “burn window” is
determined, and 2) a media advisory issued the day before or morning of a burn. All past
prescribed burn notices can be found on the District’s website
(https://www.ourair.org/category/prescribed-burn-information/). This robust notification
process ensures that community members understand when, where, and why prescribed burns

are occurring in their area and ensures that measures are in place to minimize the duration and
severity of smoke emissions.

Internal coordination amongst various divisions within the District is also an integral part of
communicating with partner agencies and ensuring that the District responds promptly and
appropriately to minimize impacts during exceptional events. The District's air quality
forecasting team has the primary responsibility for observing air quality impacts from
exceptional events and is responsible for initiating coordination with other divisions at the
District including the outreach, compliance, and air monitoring teams. This ensures the same
up-to-date information is being used to make decisions and allows these groups to effectively
coordinate with their counterparts at partner agencies.



https://www.ourair.org/category/prescribed-burn-information/

TABLE 5: MECHANISMS TO CONSULT WITH OTHER AIR QUALITY MANAGERS

SBCAPCD Mitigation Plan Practices
Mechanisms to Consult with Other Air Quality Managers

(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(ii)(D))

+ Coordination with neighboring air quality management agencies and land
management agencies via phone calls, conference calls, and email during
high-wind and wildfire events to address public messaging and dust
mitigation tactics to minimize impacts to public health.

* Coordination with internal divisions via phone calls, in-person meetings, and
email between the District’s forecasting, outreach, compliance, and air
monitoring teams.

Public Review and Comment
(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(iii)(A))

This exceptional events mitigation plan will be made available for public review and comment
for a minimum of 30 days. A copy of the public notice for this review period is included in
Appendix B. The District will consider any and all comments received and make changes to the
plan if appropriate. Comments received and responses will be included in the final plan when
submitted to CARB. Upon submitting the final plan to CARB, the District will request that CARB
submit the final plan to EPA.

Periodic Review and Evaluation
(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(iii)(B))

The District will review the mitigation plan every five years and make revisions as appropriate.
The District will then submit the reviewed or revised mitigation plan to CARB, for transmittal to
EPA.




APPENDIX A — EXAMPLES OF PUBLIC
OUTREACH AND EDUCATION MATERIALS

1. Examples of Outreach Measures During Air Pollution Episodes

Examples include news releases, social media posts, and outreach materials during air
pollution episodes such as wildfires and high winds events

Figure 1: Example of Splash Page on District Homepage

L FIRE :
ATCH IN EFFECT

Sign up today to get air quality alerts, news, public notices, and more

Your Air Quality at a Glance

As of Seprember 8, 2023 a1 5:07 PM

(1)




Figure 2: Example of District News Release for Wildfire Event

Air Quality Alert for Santa Barbara County

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
October 13, 2021

{PDF)
En espariol

For Immediaofe Release
october 13, 2021

Contacts:
Lyz Banfilan, Air Pollutien Conired District Public nfermation Officer, (305) 961-8819

Jockie Ruiz, Santo Barbar County Public Health Public Information Officer, (8035) B96-1057

Air Quality Alert for Santa Barbara County

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY, Calif. — The Santa Barbara County Public Health Deporfment and the Sonfo Barlrara County Air Pollufion
Control District {(APCD) howve upgroded the aAir Quadity Watch o an Alert for Sonta Borbara County, including the Channel 1slands. Smoke and
ash from the Alisal Fire is affecting air guality, and winds in the forecost are expected to push more smoke onshore. This is o dynamic situation,

ond local oir quality conditions can change quickly.
All santa Borbaro County residents are encouraged to stay olert to local conditions by using two resources in particular:

= Check readings available on APCD's website: curair.org/fodays-air-quality.
@ Our permanent monitoring stotions are sophisticoted devices that provide relioble readings from regional monitors located
throwghowt the county.

= Check the EPA Fire & Smoke mop: girmaw.gov.
& This mop shows data from cur permanent monitoring stations, as well as from femporary monitors ond low-cost sensors. Using
multiple doto sets, this map allows you to keep tabs on trends in the air guality conditions ond see a bigger picture of information. it

also disploys o smoke plume to show what areas are being offected.

‘We also encouroge people to pay otfention fo conditions around them. Levels of smoke ond partides, and areas offected, will vary. If you see
or smell smoke in the gir, be coutious and use common sense to protect your and your fomily's health. Everyone, especially people with heart or
ung conditions, older adults, pregnant women, and children, showld limit fime spent outdoors ond avoid outdoor exercise when high

concentrations of smoke and particles are in the air
when air quality reaches unhealthy levels, and,for if you see or smell smoke, we recommend that everyone:

= Heod indoors and remain indoors, as much as possible — the best protection egainst wildfire smoke is to stay indeors as much as possible;
= Awoid outdoor octivity;

* Close all windows and doors that leod outside to prewent bringing additional smoke inside;

= Cregfe o clean gir room to keep indoor air quality sofe. Turn an your High-Efficiency Particulate Alr (HEPA) purifier if possible. For

nformetion on different ways fo creote o “clean air room,” chick here.

= Awoid driwing when possible and vse “recycle” or re-circulote mode fo aveéd drowing smoky air info the car;
=  Drink plenty of fluids to keep respirgtory membranes moist; and,
= [fyou are an essential worker and must work outside during wildfire smoke conditions, the use of o properly fitted N-95 mask provides

profecton.

f you have symptoms that may be reloted to exposure fo smoke and soof, contact your doctor. Symptoms include repeated coughing, shortness

of breath or difficulty breathing, wheezing, chest tightness or pain, polpitations, and nousea or unusual fotigee or Bghtheodedness.
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Figure 3: Examples of District Posts to Social Media during Wildfire Events

a Santa Barbara County APCD
x @OUurAirSBC

#AirQuality Alert now in effect for #SantaBarbaraCounty. Smoke from
#AlisalFire affecting air quality & winds in forecast expected to push
smoke onshore. Keep checking conditions on our website & EPA Fire &
Smoke map - links in bio. Alert: ourair.org/101321-news
@SBCPublicHealth

6:46 PM - Oct 13, 2021

3Reposts 2Quotes 4 Likes

) n Q [N

-

@® Postyourreply!
- Y ply:

a Santa Barbara County APCD @OUurAirSBC - Oct 13, 2021 .
=" Alerta de Calidad de Aire en efecto para el #CondadoDeSantaBarbara. Se
espera que el humo del incendio de Alisal afecte la calidad del aire y los
vientos en el pronéstico empujen el humo hacia la costa.

O 1 0 2 Q iht A

a Santa Barbara County APCD @OurAirSEC - Oct 13, 2021
Siga revisando las condiciones en nuestra pagina de interet y en el mapa
de incendios y humo del EPA: enlaces en la biografia. Informacién de la
alerta: ourair.org/wp-content/upl...

o) g o5 B Q1 ihi ol
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@ ourairshc &

@) ourairsbc # Strong winds, locally and across the
state, are stirring up dust and ash into the air. The

#AlisalFire is also producing a lot of smoke, and
the high winds will be moving that smoke
around. We encourage you to stay indoors if air
quality in your area is being affected by these
situations, and to keep tabs on hourly air quality
conditions on our website and the EPA Fire &
Smoke map (links below). We are grateful for all
of the firefighters working to put out the Alisal
Fire! @sbcpublichealth

Today's Air Quality Webpage:
https://www.ourair.org/todays-air-quality/
Fire & Smoke Map: https://fire.airnow.gov/
How to Use the Fire & Smoke Map Video:
https://vimeo.com/592345480

Qv W

42 likes

@ Add a comment...

@" ourairshc # N

@ ourairsbc  Soplan vientos muy fuertes, tanto en

la zona como en todo el estado, que estan
aventando mucho polvo y ceniza al aire. El
incendio Alisal en nuestro condado también esta
produciendo mucho humo, y los altos vientos
estaran removiendo todo ese humo por todos
lados. Les recomendamos que permanezcan
adentro si la calidad del aire a su alrededor se
esta viendo afectada por esta situacion, y que
controlen las condiciones de la calidad del aire
que se publican cada hora en nuestra pagina web
y en el mapa de |a EPA de los incendios y el humo
(vea los enlaces a continuacion.)
@sbcpublichealth

iAgradecemos a todos los bomberos que estan
trabajando duro para apagar el incendio Alisal!

Qv W




2. Examples of Resources and Information Available Year-Round

Examples include resources and information available on the District's webpage
throughout the year to communicate the types of pollution, the effects of being exposed to
pollution, and recommended actions the public can take to reduce exposure to harmful
pollution.

Figure 4: District's “About Smoke and Health” Webpage
“ air pollution control district

OpCd SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

Air Quality Permirs & Compliance Planning & Grants News Meertings & Agendas Abour

About Smoke and Health

Espaiiol (Spanish)

Smoke primarily censists of particles and can include other gaseous air pollutants, including nitrogen oxides, carbon monoxide, and
hydrocarbons that may be roxic. Exposure to smoke can cause health effects and make existing health conditions worse. Most healthy
children and adulrs will recover from short-rerm smoke exposure. However, cerrain sensitive populations may experience more severe acute
and chronic symptoms, and even healthy people may experience symptroms. Wildfires such as the 2017 Thomas Fire can produce unusually

high concentrartions of parrticles over an extended period of time. If you are experiencing symptoms, contact your doctor.

Particles SPizs

HUMAN HAIR
50-70um

Most smoke is a mix of very small liquid droplets and solid parricles thar become ™
suspended in the air and can remain airborne for up to a week. When we talk abour
particle pollution, we are referring to inhalable "Particulate Matter” less than 10 <104 gricnin damatse
microns in diameter (PM10, also known as coarse particles) and less than 2.5 microns in

diameter (PM2.5, alsc known as fine particles ).

st : : : . S0y o i ereer

The invisible fine particlesin smoke are of special concern because they can lodge deep FINE BEACH SAND
——

into the lungs and cause serious health effects, such as aggravated asthma, nose and

throart irritation, bronchiris and lung damage. Some particles may even get into your bloodstream and affect your hearr. Visible dustand

smoke and particles larger than 10 microns can alse irritate your eyes, nose, and throart, but are less of a threat to your lungs and heart.

Who is at Risk

People with heart conditions or respiratory ilinesses, children, and seniors are more sensitive to the effects of PM2.5, but it can affect
everyone. People who spend exrended periods of time ourdoors without respiratory protection during days of poor air qualiry have
increased risk of short and long term health effects. Exercise and physical activity also increase your risk because you breathe faster and

more deeply and therefore take more parricles into your lungs.
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Figure 5: District Clean Air Rooms Webpage

T Clean Air Rooms | Santa Barbarz X +

<« C @ ourairorg/clean-air-rooms/ Q¥ w 0O a

l . air pollution control district

Opcd SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

AirQuality  Permits & Compliance  Planning & Grants ~ News  Meetings & Agendas  About

Clean Air Rooms

Espaiiol (Spanish)

Protect Against Wildfire Smoke by Creating a “Clean Air Room”

Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Contrel District (APCD) and Santa Barbara County Public Health Deparrment encourage Santa
Barbara County residents to plan for poor air quality conditions caused by future wildfire smoke. Smoke and ash from wildfires contain very
small particles known as particulate matter. These particles harm the lungs and heart, and can cause coughing, wheezing, difficulry
brearhing, chesr pain, nausea, and in severe instances, premarure morraliry. People with hearr or lung disease, seniors, kids, and pregnant

women are especially sensitive fo smoke.

The best protection against wildfire smoke is to stay indoors as much as possible when smoke is present. In preparation for wildfire smake,
create a “clean air room” at home to ensure that you will have safe indoor air quality. A “clean air room” is a rcom in your home that you
decide will be your clean air space during smoke evenrs. It should be a room, ar least one, where you spend a lot of time, such as a bedroom.
That “clean air reem” will be where you set up an indoor air filtration device, such as a HEPA air purifier or a DIY version of an air purifier. It is
also recommended thart you take steps 1o minimize other sources of indoor air pollution in that room, such as avoiding burning candles or

cooking. See tips below for purchasing a HEPA device, making a DIY air purifier, and minimizing sources of indoor air pollution.
See October 4, 2021 KCLU story about ways to keep your indoor air clean during wildfire smoke events
See Wirecutter (New York Times) series regarding reviews of air purifiers and how to choose a device.

Clean Air Rooms Pilot Program

APCD launched the Clean Air Rooms Pilot Program for Guadalupe and Casmalia residents in Seprember 2021. Communiry events were held
at the Guadalupe Dunes Center to give away High-Efficiency Particulate Air (HEPA) purifiers on a first-come, first-served basis, limited to
one per household with proof of address. Participants also received a tote bag containing bilingual marterials about wildfire smoke, air

quality information, and air purifiers. For more information about the program, use the links below.

e 2021 Board Meerting

Figure 6: Clean Air Room Infographics

Infographics

CLEAN INDOOR AIR DURING WILDFIRES LEAN INDOOR AIR DURING WILDFIRES CLEAN INDOOR AIR DURING WILDFIRES

Minimizing Sources of Indoor Air Pollution
STEP 1: MATERIALS

porticulote matter (naars vy 90%.

How to Choose & Use an Air Purifier C\{) How to Make Your Own HEPA Air Purifier

You can purchase ane af & harderare store or through Duct Tape. 207%20" Box Fon

Purchase he frems (]
“-.'w
o* 5 ”i Y
‘and modes, for different room sizes, A =EPA surifie for 5]
average-sized bedroom costs approxnataly §75.

Use the purifierin @ room where you spend
alot e tirwe, ke o bedroom.

<

W,

the owrers mosal - Grers raed 1o be

repiacec more frequestty when used diring

o widfire.
| o IOY e PUBLC o N
OPCd o vt o © !!ﬂﬂ!t.!'. wwwOurhirorg 8 apcd
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Figure 7: District Daily Air Quality Forecast Webpage

™ Today's Air Quality & Forecasts | X+

@ ourair.org/todays-air-quality/

¢« > c

. . air pollution control district

OpCd SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

Air Quality Permits & Compliance Planning & Grants

Forecasts

News

Air quality values and colors shown here correspond with the Air Quality Index (AQI). More information about AQl is available at the bottom of this webpage

Meetings & Agendas

About

Region  [(an)

Forecast last updated on 8/21/2023

Today

Lompoc Valley

Santa Maria Valley and
Cuyama

Santa Ynez Valley

South Coast

4 +ableau

August 22,2023
Today Tomorrow
PM10 | Ozone PM25  PM10

Region Ozone  PM2.5

August 23, 2023

August 24, 2023
The Next Day
Ozone  PM25  PM10

Figure 8: Air Quality Activity Chart Provided to School Districts

PROTECT STUDENT HEALTH DURING POOR AIR QUALITY

Air quality s an important consideration for schools when planning student activities.
Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District is available to assist schools with

understanding local air quality and actions to take to protect student health. To find out
more, visit www.OurAir.org or call (805) 979-8050.

The following school activity r

Air Quality Level

Activity LEVEL 1 VEL 3
AQIl 0-50 AQI 101-150
Sonsitive ncividuals shoud exacise indoorsor
Recess Ensure thatsensiSve individusls avoid vigorous outdo poe
N No restrictions. e medically managing theic
(15 mins) e
Sansitiva individuals should exercise indoors or
‘avoid vigorous outdoor activities*
P.E. i that sarahion e i
(1 hour) No restrctions. are m-au:lzd 8ging their N axacias doors "9
Increase rest periods and substitutions to lower
breathing rates
= Reduce vigorous exercise to 30 minutes per hour
Athletic of practice time wiith increased rest breaks and
substitutions
Practice & Enturetha sensiveindiicusis o ,
P Ensure that madically
Training condition ‘mansging their condition*
(2-4 hours) Increase rest periods and substitutions to lower
breathing rates
[ 5t braaks and substitutions per CIF
Scheduled Ensure thet sensitive individusis | Quidelines for extrems heats |
Sporting Nomatrcscon Lz m"“:clwdm'."'"g ek Ensure that sensitive individuals are
E\lents ‘medically managing their condition*

* Sensitive Individuals include all those with asthma or other heart or lung conditions

** California Interscholastic Federation

School Air Quality Activity Recommendations

veral important principl

LEVEL 4
AQl 151-200

Exercise indoors or avoid vigorous
outdoor activities
Sensitive individuais or any individusl

Exml--lnemerluvuvtgm
outdoor activities to 8 maximum of 15
mm

by ek xonks s vtk per
“Gukdelings fo extreme hestre

Ensure that sensitive individuals are
Tedicell monaging their ondtion®

Consider rescheduling oc relocating event

apcd

School districts may consider closures based
on site-by-site concerms

il
|

ity o atth
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Figure 9: District Residential Wood Smoke Reduction Program Webpage

3 Woodsmoke Reduction Program X

AirQuality  Permits & Compl

+

& - C A ourirorg/heatclean/ G Q ©»

nce  Plonning&Gronts  News  Meerings&Agendas  About

ffers vouchers fowa:

Narorss

or all

How to Participare

1. Confirm Eligibility

work until you re

Program Materials

Coming soon

devics must be installed by @ porticipating

r thei ficensed contracror and meet local ire and bulding codes. D

nder this progrem

4. Receive
2. Complete 3. Send Voucher and 5. Complete
Voucher Application to > Contact sl t
Application the District Participating )

h
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Figure 10: Examples of Ongoing Public Outreach

Twitter/X
(@OurAirSBC)
& Pinned
a Santa Barbara County APCD @OurAirSBC - Jun 29

Re-sharing this thread as smoke from wildfires in Canada continues to
affect large areas of the midwestern and eastern US states. NOW is a great
time to prepare for any future smoke impacts locally during this year's
wildfire season. See tips below.

£ santa Barbara County APCD @OurAirSBC - May 23

This image shows smoke impacts from fires burning in Canada right
now. Thankfully smoke isn’t affecting us, but it's a good reminder to

prepare for future wildfire smoke impacts in our area. Here are some
tips - links to more info in bio.

(©] 01 (8228 it 278 oA

Santa Barbara County APCD @OurAirSBC - 23h

“od” The #airquality forecast for all of #SantaBarbaraCounty is Green/Good for
the next few days. You can check current air quality conditions 24/7 on our
website —link in bio

Q 1 0 Q 3 ihi 209 A

a Santa Barbara County APCD @OurAirSBC - 23h

“eecd T El prondstico de la calidad del aire para todo el condado de #SantaBarbara
es verde/bueno estos proximos dias. Puede consultar las condiciones
actuales de |z calidad del aire las 24 horas del dia, los 7 dias de la semana
en nuestra pagina de internet: enlace en la biografia

®) 0 (V) i 76 o
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Santa Barbara County APCD @OurAirSBC - Aug 17

"o Our Landscape Equipment Electrification Fund (LEEF) Program is accepting
applications! Funds are available on a first-come, first-served basis. so
apply now by visiting the link in our bio!

APPLY NOW FOR LANDSCAPE EQUIPMENT
ELECTRIFICATION INCENTIVE FUNDING

For mare information and to apply, visit
www.ourair.org/LEEFProgram/
or click the link in our bio

O 1 0 2 QO 3 1 920 2

a Santa Barbara County APCD @OurAirSBC - Aug 17

o2 iNuestro Programa del Fondos para la Electrificacidn de Equipos de
Jardineria (LEEF, por sus siglas en inglés) esta aceptando solicitudes! Los
fondos estan disponibles por orden de llegada, asi que aplique hoy
visitando el enlace en nuestra biografia.

®) o Q ihi 58 A
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a Santa Barbara County APCD @OurAirSBC - Jun 13

It's #SmokeReadyWeek - wildfire season is approaching and it’s important
to start preparing now for smoke impacts! We'll be posting tips throughout
the week to help you prepare 4 ¥

clean or unhealthy you

n be used to mal
sure to air pollution.

Alr quallty (s satisfactory and
poses little o no heaith risk. No
restrictions on outdoor activity.

Air quality is acceptable: however, people
whe are unusually sensitive to air pollution
should monitar or reduce physical activity,

Mambers of sensitive groups may exparience heatth
(U1 [ T3\ 5704 #ffects and should iimit physical activity or time spent
PRSI o utoors. The general public s not likely to be
affected.

151-200 UNHEALTHY

FORALL

VERY Health alert; everyone may experience more serious health effects.
LIS LMV IEAR A All activities should br moved Indaors ar rescheduled to anather
I oy,

WHAT ARE SENSITIVE GROUPS?

Sensitive groups include children, the elderly, and individuals with heart or lung conditions.
These need to take extra ions when the air quality d

For current AQI levels and other information, visit ourair.org/todays-air-quality/

Q1 Qa2 Q 2 i 242 &

Santa Barbara County APCD @OurAirSBC - Jun 13
First tip: Get to know the Air Quality Index! The AQl is a helpful tool to
determine the air quality in your area. An AQI value of 100 is the threshold
where air quality crosses over from “moderate” to “unhealthy for sensitive
groups.”

Q1 L B (v} i 108 &

ﬂ Santa Barbara County APCD @OurAirSBC - Jun 13

For real-time wildfire and smoke information, check out the EPA's Fire and
Smoke map Wi #. In addition, you can always check local air quality
conditions by visiting our website. To access either resource, visit the link
in our bio &

@] G R Q i 108 &

Instagram
(@ourairsbc)

_ /) M

for Wildfire Smoke

* Make sure to replace the filter as directed by the owner's manual

Create "Clean Air Room" to Prepare

* Use an air purifier in a room where you spend a lot of time, like a bedroom
* Check windows and doors to make sure the room is tightly sealed

]

oQv

4 likes

@ Add 3 comment.

ourairsbe @ #SmokeReadyWeek Tip #3: Protect Against Wildfire
Smoke by Creating a "Clean Air Room

The best protection against wildfire smoke is to stay indoors s
much as possible when smoke is present. In preparation for
wildfire smoke, create a “clean aif room" at home to ensure that
you will have safe indoor air quality £}

A "clean air room” is a room in your home that you decide will be
your clean air space during smoke events. It should be 3 room, at
least one. where you spend a lot uch a5 3 bedroom bay
That “clean air room” will be where you set up an indoor it
filtration device, such as 3 HEPA sir purifier of 3 DIY version of an
3ir purifier. Leamn how to create a DIY air purifier and more 3t our
Clean Air Rooms webpage - fink in bio.

La mejor manera de protegerse contra ¢l humo de un incendio
forestal es quedandose adentro lo mas que sea posible mientras.
haya humo, Prepare una “habitacién de aire limpia” en su hogar
para garantizar Ia cabdad de aire en el interior sea sana.

Una “habitacién de aire limpia” &5 una habitacién que usted eige
en su hogar para que sea su lugar con aire limpio durante
situaciones en as que haya humo. Debe ser una habitacion
(minimo una) en La que pase mucho tiempo, como 13 recamara
. En €52 “habitacion de aire kmpia” instalard un dispositivo de
filtracién de aire interior, como un purificador HEPA (filtro de
aife de aita eficiencia) o una version hecha en casa. Aprenda
€6mo crear un purificador de aire casero y mss en nuestra
pégina de intemet - enlace en bic.
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Save our Air Quality Alerts
number in your phone as a
contact so you know it's us when
we reach you!

1" 805-600-5402

Ale Quality Alert: Smoke and ash from
7 nearby fire are aHecting air quality.

Alerta de calidad del aire: €l humo y
las cenizas de los incendios cercanos
estan afectando la calidad dol aire.

@ ourairsbc ©

/D

oQv

3 likes

©

ourairsbe @ #5m: ip #2: Sign up to receive Air
Quality Alerts g the link in our bio. To avoid any
confusion. yor lerts number as a contact in your
phone 50 you know it’s us when we reach you B3

Please note that this number is not monitored for fpsipi to
texts or incoming calls. If you have questi
Quality Alert. please call our office Wu'\eﬂne 3t (B05)- 575.8050,

Se acerca la temporada de incendios forestales. Registrese para
recibir alertas de 1 calidad del aire por mensaje de texto - enlace
en nuestra biografia

Para evitar confusiones. puede guardar nuestro nimero de
Alertas de Calidad del Aire en su teléfono como contacto para
que sepa que somes nosotros cuando lo contactemos EI

Este numero no ests monitoreado y no contestara a los mensajes
de texto o lamadas entrantes. Si tiene preguntas sobre una
slerta de calidad del aire. llame a a linea telefénica de nuestra
oficina 3l (80S) 979-2050.

9% See trandlation

=

Wildfire Smoke Clean Air Centers
for Vulnerable Populations
Incentive Pilot Program
CAPCOA has $925,000 in total funding for 12 regions
across California to participate in this pilot program!

Funding will be used to create a network of "Clean Air
Centers" throughout the state to be open to the
public during wildfire smoke incidents.

Our District is available to help interested entities
with their applications, which are due by June 30,

2022.
CAPCOA m

air pollution control district
apcd

TA BARBARA COUNTY

A
a

ourairsbe @

ouralrsbc ® We are excited to share that CAPCOA has $925,000

i total funding for 12 identified regions throughout the state to
participate in the Wildfire Smoke Clean Air Centers for
Vulnerable Populations Incentive Pilot Programi
#SantaBarbaraCounty & #VenturaCounty together make up 1 of
the 12 regions.

1o be used for conducting HVAC retrofits in
fficiency ai filters. or purchasing
ble to help interested entities
[ roviding historical Air Quaiity
ation. as required to show the wildfire smoke
burden of our region. To leam more about this program, visit the
fink in our bio

oQv

7 likes
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@ couee
AIR QUALITY AWARENESS R e e

starts tomarrow! This year's theme is ‘Be Air Aware & Prepared”

W E E K ! & we are excited to share #airquaiity information throughout the
week

{La Semana anual de Concientizacién sobre Ia Calidad del Are de
Ia EPA comienza mananal £l tema de este 3o es “Sé Consciente
: ) del Aire y Preprere” y estamos emocionados de compartit
| informacién sobre la calidad del aire durante toda la semana
PREPARED!

The EPA is hosting its annual Air Quality Awareness
Week (AQAW) from May 2 through May 6. The goal of
AQAW is to share air quality information to increase air
quality awareness, education, and preparedness! We will

#AQAW2022

See transiation

be sharing information related to a specific aspect of air ©
quality every day of AQAW.

* Monday - Wildfire & Smo * Thursday - Environmental

* Tuesday - Asthma & Your Health  Justice & Air Quality

* Wednesday - Participatory * Friday - Air Quality
Science & Sensors Around the World

air pollution control district

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY oQv Al
8 likes

© s scomment

) oucirsvc®

o

a ourairsbc & #SantaBarbaraCounty #airquality forecast for the

)/ next few days includes Yellow/Moderate conditions for
particulate matter (PM), due to a mix of expected winds and the
volume of wildfire smoke circulating in North America due to
many active fires. This image is from the EPA Fire & Smoke map
earlier today. We encourage you to check conditions on the EPA
Fire & Smoke map and our “Today's Air Quality” webpage with
24/7 current conditions - both links in bio.

El pronéstico de la #CalidadDelAire del condado de

Hudson #SantaBarbara para los préximos dfas incluye condiciones
Hal amarillas/moderadas para particulas (PM), debido a una mezcla

4 de vientos esperados y el volumen de humo de incendios
forestales que circula en Norte América debido a muchos
incendios activos. Esta imagen es del mapa de Fuego y Humo de
la EPA el dia de hoy. Le recomendamos que verifique las
condiciones en el mapa de incendios y humo de la EPAy en
nuestra pagina internet "Calidad del aire de hoy" con las
condiciones actuales las 24 horas del dia, los 7 dias de la semana,
ambos enlaces en el bio.

3w See translation

n
b oQv a
. Caribbean . 6 likes
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Ic @ Add a comment...
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Prescribed Burn
Notification

Prescribed training burn

occurring today at
Vandenberg Space Force Base
More info in caption.

www.Our

@ o

@ ourairsb © Our 2023 Clean Air Grants Program is open for
applications until Friday. September 1, 2023! Approximately 525
million of funding is available for near-zero-emission or zero-
emission projects scross the six categories

For more information about project eligibility and the application

process, visit our “Grants” webpage - fink in bic.

Edited

oQv n

12 likes

@ ourairsbc ©

/m) ourairsbc @ Vandenberg Space Force Base (VSFB) Fire

Qv A

4 likes

Department will be conducting a prescribed bur of
appraxmately 5-10 acres of grassland and coastal sage scrub
today. A portable air monitor {pictured) has been set up nearby
to monitor air quality conditions.

€1 Departamento de Bomberos de Vandenberg Space Force Base
(VSFB) llevar 3 cabo una quema prescrita de aproximadamente
5-10 acres de pastzales y matorrales de salvia costera hoy. Se
instalard un monitor de ire portati en las inmediaciones para
controlar las condicones de calidad del aire.

8w See translation
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Fireplace Air
Quality Tip

Consider saving fireplace use for
special occasions to help minimize
the impacts of fireplace smoke in our
communities.

air pollution control district
-2 SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

Opcd www.OurAir.or

)

oQv

ourairsbc @ This time of year, we often see periods of elevated
particulate matter levels due to increased use of wood-burning
fireplaces. We also hear concerns from people about smoke from
neighborhood fireplaces affecting them. We encourage you to
consider saving fireplace use for special occasions to minimize
impacts to those in your area who may be affected by fireplace
smoke. Stay up to date on air quality data 24/7 by visiting our
website - link in bio.

Durante este tiempo del aho, tipicamente vemos niveles
elevados de particulos debico al uso de chimeneas de e,
Tambien sabemos de las preccupaciones de las personas
afectadas por las chimeneas de lea. Lo alentamos 3 que
considere usar chimineas de leda solo para ocasiones especiales
para minimizar los impactos del humo en nuestras comunidades.
Manténgase actualizado sobre los datos de calidad del aire a
todas horas visitando nuestro sitio de web - enlace en Ia bio.

bikingbreathing Thank you for sharing

Reply

6 likes
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Exceptional Events Mitigation Plan

Page A-15



APPENDIX B — NOTICE OF PUBLIC REVIEW AND
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Exceptional Events Mitigation Plan Page B-1



Appendix B Notice of Public Review and
Request for Comments

Exceptional Events Mitigation Plan for Santa Barbara County

Santa Barbara County has been identified by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
as an area that is required to develop a mitigation plan to minimize the public exposure from PM,
emissions generated during exceptional events, which may include wildfires, high wind dust events,
prescribed fires, stratospheric ozone intrusions, and firework demonstrations. As required by the 2016
Exceptional Events Rule, and codified at Title 40, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 51.930 (40 CFR
51.930), the Santa Barbra County Air Pollution Control District (District) has prepared a draft Exceptional
Events Mitigation Plan for Santa Barbara County and is soliciting comments on the draft plan.

This draft plan outlines the procedures the District will take to protect public health in cases where
exceptional events increase PMig concentrations in the region to a level where they exceed or are
expected to exceed the 24-hour PM;o ambient air quality standard. Key elements for the plan include: 1)
public education and notification, 2) measures to minimize contributing controllable sources, 3)
measures to minimize public exposure to high concentrations of PM, 4) processes to collect and
maintain data pertinent to the event, and 5) periodic review and evaluation.

Public Comment Procedures

A copy of the draft plan is available for review at the District office, 260 North San Antonio Road, Suite A,
Santa Barbra, CA 93110, and can also be downloaded from the District’s website:
www.OurAir.org/news.

Comments may be submitted in writing from December 18, 2023 to January 17, 2024, to Bryan Wong at
the District office at the above address. For more information, contact Bryan Wong at (805) 979-8302 or
WongB@sbcapcd.org.

All public comments and responses will be part of the plan submittal to EPA.

Published on December 18, 2023



http://www.ourair.org/news
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