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I .  I N T R O D U C T I O N  

Exceptional events are unusual or naturally occurring events that can affect air quality, but are 

not reasonably controllable using techniques that state or local air agencies may implement in 

order to attain and maintain the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). Exceptional 

events may include wildfires, high wind dust events, prescribed fires, stratospheric ozone 

intrusions, and firework demonstrations. Since these events cannot be reasonably controlled, 

the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has adopted requirements and procedures to 

exclude air quality monitoring data affected by an exceptional event from regulatory 

determinations. However, to further verify that the public is being protected from exceptional 

events, the 2016 revisions to the federal Exceptional Events Rule requires states to develop 

mitigation plans for areas with historically documented or known recurring exceptional 

events.1Santa Barbara County was not initially identified by the EPA as an area that needed to 

submit a mitigation plan. However, in April 2022, EPA identified additional areas subject to the 

mitigation plan requirements based on recent air quality data.2 Specifically, the mitigation plan 

requirement is triggered if an initial notification is submitted for three or more exceptional 

events of the same type and pollutant within a three-year period. Santa Barbara County was 

included as a designated area due to PM10 (particulate matter that is 10 microns or less in 

diameter) exceedances from wildfires. 

The Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District (District) has prepared this exceptional 

events mitigation plan to satisfy the requirements of the 2016 Exceptional Events Rule and to 

demonstrate the District’s practices to minimize public exposure to the impacts of PM10 during 

wildfires and other exceptional events. Since the District has no control over these events, the 

District must be ready to take the appropriate actions when they negatively impact the region’s 

air quality. This plan outlines the procedures the District will take to protect public health in 

cases where exceptional events increase PM10 concentrations in the region to a level where 

they exceed or are expected to exceed the 24-hour PM10 ambient air quality standard. 

 

 
1 EPA. Treatment of Data Influenced by Exceptional Events; Final Rule; 81 Fed. Reg. 191, pp. 68216-68282. 
(October 3, 2016). https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2016-10-03/pdf/2016-22983.pdf 

2 Additional Areas Subject to Mitigation Plan Requirements Under the Exceptional Events Rule (April 2022), 
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-04/ca-letter_ee-mitigation-plans_letter_final.pdf 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2016-10-03/pdf/2016-22983.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-04/ca-letter_ee-mitigation-plans_letter_final.pdf
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I I .  B A C K G R O U N D  

Particulate Matter 

Particulate matter (PM) is the term for the mixture of solid and liquid particles in the ambient 

air. Particles originate from a variety of activities and processes, and the chemical and physical 

compositions vary. Components of PM include nitrates, sulfates, elemental carbon, organic 

carbon compounds, acid aerosols, trace metals, and geologic materials. PM can be directly 

emitted to the air or can be produced by secondary formation in the atmosphere when 

precursor gaseous pollutants, such as nitrogen oxides and sulfur dioxide, chemically react to 

form fine aerosol particles. Sources of PM are mainly due to human (anthropogenic) activities, 

such as residential fuel combustion, entrained road dust, and motor vehicle exhaust. PM can 

also be generated from natural sources such as wildfires.  

FIGURE 1: COMPARISON OF PM10 TO HUMAN HAIR AND SAND 

 

Studies have linked PM exposure to a variety of significant health problems. While all particle 

pollution can cause health impacts, PM10 particles are so small that they can be inhaled and 

deposited into the lungs. Consequently, exposure to PM10 can cause serious health problems 

and aggravate existing problems. People with heart or lung diseases, children, and older adults 

are the most likely to be affected by particle pollution. However, even if a person is healthy, 

they may experience temporary symptoms from exposure to elevated levels of particle 

pollution. Adverse health effects linked to PM10 include: 

• Increased respiratory symptoms, such as irritation of the airways, coughing, or difficulty 
breathing; 

• Decreased lung function; 
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• Aggravated asthma; 

• Development of chronic bronchitis; 

• Irregular heartbeat; and 

• Premature death in people with heart or lung disease. 
 

To protect the public from health effects caused by the exposure to particulate matter, the EPA 

has established NAAQS for PM10. The 24-hour PM10 standard was adopted in 1987 and it is set 

at 150 micrograms per cubic meter (μg/m3). 

Monitoring Network and Exceptional Events 

The District has established an air monitoring network to monitor for various air pollution 

concentrations in the region, as illustrated in Figure 2 below. The air monitoring network 

complies with federal air monitoring regulation requirements as specified in 40 CFR Part 58 for 

methodology and data quality assurance. It is designed to meet three basic monitoring 

objectives: 1) provide air pollution data to the public in a timely manner; 2) support compliance 

with ambient air quality standards and emission strategy development; and 3) support air 

pollution research studies. The District’s Air Monitoring Network Plan, which is available on the 

District’s website3, presents details about the entire network and about each air monitoring site 

in the County. Each monitoring site is categorized as either a State and Local Air Monitoring 

Station (SLAMS) or an Industrial monitoring station. SLAMS are designed to measure urban and 

regional air quality throughout the county while the Industrial stations are required by facility 

permits to monitor air quality impacts from the operation of nearby facilities. Continuous PM10 

measurements are taken from the Santa Barbara, Goleta, Lompoc H Street, Santa Maria, and 

Las Flores Canyon monitoring stations. The District also has portable monitoring stations 

available that can continuously measure PM10 and be deployed as necessary.  

 
3 SBCAPCD Ambient Air Monitoring webpage, https://www.ourair.org/air-monitoring/ 

https://www.ourair.org/air-monitoring/
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FIGURE 2:  SBCAPCD AIR MONITORING NETWORK  

 

The Clean Air Act (CAA) Section 319(b) recognizes that using air monitoring data influenced by 

an exceptional event, like wildfires, may not be appropriate when making certain regulatory 

decisions. For air monitoring data influenced by an exceptional event that causes one or more 

exceedances of the NAAQS, CAA Section 319(b) establishes a mechanism to exclude this air 

monitoring data from regulatory determinations. The CAA Section 319(b) defines an 

exceptional event as the following: 

1) It affects air quality; 

2) It is not reasonably controllable or preventable; 

3) It is an event caused by human activity that is unlikely to recur at a particular location or 
a natural event; 

4) It is determined by EPA through the process established in the regulations to be an 
exceptional event; and 

5) It does not include stagnation of air masses, meteorological inversion, a meteorological 
event involving high temperature or lack of precipitation, or air pollution relating to 
noncompliant source. 

 

Climate and Terrain 

Santa Barbara County occupies more than 2,700 square miles, most of which is sparsely 

populated and mountainous. The County is situated among a series of mountain ranges, and 

most of the County's developed areas are located along the coastal plain and in the inter-

mountain valleys. Santa Barbara County's climate is typically warm and dry in summer and cool 

and wet in winter, close to that of a Mediterranean-type climate. During the summer, the 
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region typically encounters a strong subtropical, high-pressure system over the Pacific 

Ocean, resulting in minimal rainfall. During the winter, low-pressure systems bring storms 

into California as the polar jet stream migrates southward from the Gulf of Alaska.  

Mediterranean climates are prone to drought conditions as has been the case for California 

over several years in the last decade. According to the United States Geologic Survey, 

California experienced its worst drought in over a century during 2011-2015. The National 

Drought Mitigation Center maps, shown in Figure 3 below, compare the currently improved 

drought conditions in the State to the exceptional drought conditions that existed in 2015. 

The drought conditions in the past decade were a significant factor in the conditions that 

led to previous wildfires within Santa Barbara County and the state of California. If the region 

experiences long-term extreme or exceptional drought conditions again, there is an increased 

likelihood and potential for more wildfires to occur. 

FIGURE 3: CALIFORNIA DROUGHT INTENSITY IN APRIL 2015 AND APRIL 2023 

 

Wildfire Events 

Wildfires are not typically predictable, preventable, or immediately controllable, and the smoke 

from wildfires can result in elevated emission concentrations and adverse air pollution impacts 

to the public. In the 2016-2018 period, multiple wildfires affected air quality within the South 

Central Coast air basin, which includes San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, and Ventura County Air 

Pollution Control Districts. Specifically, the three events that triggered the federal requirement 

to create this exceptional events mitigation plan were the Sherpa Fire, Canyon Fire, and 

Thomas Fire. Information on these wildfires and the PM10 impacts at the highest recorded 

monitoring station are shown below in Figures 4 and 5. Note that some of the exceedances 

occurred after the wildfire event was over, as the exceedances were caused by high wind 

events that stirred up deposits of smoke ash and debris. 
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FIGURE 4: WILDFIRE EVENTS IN SANTA BARBARA COUNTY 

Wildfire 

Event 
Wildfire Description 

Monitoring 

Station with 

Highest Impacts 

Exceedance 

Date 

PM10 Exceedance 

Concentration 

Sherpa 

Fire 

7,474 acres  

in south-central  

Santa Barbara County; 
 

6/15/2016 - 7/12/2016 

Las Flores 

Canyon 

6/16/2016 436 µg/m3 

6/17/2016 202 µg/m3 

6/18/2016 206 µg/m3 

6/19/2016 266 µg/m3 

7/21/2016 212 µg/m3 

Canyon 

Fire 

12,742 acres  

in western  

Santa Barbara County;  
 

9/17/2016 - 9/24/2016 

Vandenberg Air 

Force Base4 

10/18/2016 168 µg/m3 

10/19/2016 177 µg/m3 

10/23/2016 204 µg/m3 

11/16/2016 257 µg/m3 

1/8/2017 399 µg/m3 

2/2/2017 208 µg/m3 

Thomas 

Fire 

281,893 acres  

in Santa Barbara and 

Ventura counties;  
 

12/4/2017 - 3/22/2018 

Santa Barbara 

12/6/2017 163 µg/m3 

12/7/2017 337 µg/m3 

12/9/2017 171 µg/m3 

12/10/2017 203 µg/m3 

12/11/2017 235 µg/m3 

12/12/2017 187 µg/m3 

12/16/2017 252 ug/m3 
 

 

 

 
4 Monitoring station closed in March 2019. 



 

Exceptional Events Mitigation Plan Page 7 
 

FIGURE 5: FIRE PERIMETERS FROM THE WILDFIRE EVENTS

 

Wildfires throughout the state of California have also caused severe smoke impacts in Santa 

Barbara County. Major wildfires in northern and central California (outside of the South Central 

Coast air basin) have created massive amounts of smoke emissions that were transported into 

the region, lasting for multiple consecutive days. Information on the total acreage from all 

California wildfires is included in Figure 6 below.  

FIGURE 6: CALIFORNIA WILDFIRES – ACREAGE OF BURNED WILDLAND 

 
Source: California Air Resources Board, “Wildfire Emissions & Burned Area Estimates 2000–2022” 
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I I I .  M I T I G A T I O N  P L A N  C O M P O N E N T S  

Per the 2016 Exceptional Events Rule, all states having areas with historically documented or 

known recurring seasonal events shall be required to develop a mitigation plan, demonstrating 

that appropriate and reasonable actions are being taken to protect public health from 

exceedances or violations of the NAAQS. The specific components of the mitigation plan, which 

are outlined in 40 CFR 51.930(b)(2) and described in detail in this chapter, include the following: 

1) Public notification to and education programs for affected or potentially affected 
communities. 

2) Steps to identify, study, and implement mitigation measures, including approaches to 
address each of the following: 

a. Measures to abate or minimize contributing controllable sources of identified 
pollutants. 

b. Methods to minimize public exposure to high concentrations of identified 
pollutants. 

c. Process to collect and maintain data pertinent to the event. 

d. Mechanisms to consult other air quality managers in the affected area regarding 
the appropriate responses to abate and minimize impacts. 

3) Provisions for periodic reviews and evaluation. 

Public Education and Notification  
(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(i)) 

The District utilizes various data from the air monitoring network and meteorology networks 

within Santa Barbara County to track air pollutant concentrations (including PM10) and 

meteorology parameters (like wind speed and direction) throughout each day. District staff also 

monitor national and regional meteorology forecast models to identify forecast meteorology 

conditions that could result in air quality impacts. When episodic events like high winds or 

wildfires occur or are forecasted to occur, District staff watch for increases in hourly PM10 

concentrations, as well as gather information from other agencies and available eye-witness 

observations. Staff then take action to engage in public notification and educational processes, 

as described in Table 1. Through these measures the District provides prompt public 

notification to potentially affected communities to inform them of exceedances, or the 

possibility of exceedances, of the NAAQS and of the public health impacts from wildfire smoke. 

Additionally, the District communicates the health impacts of air pollution throughout the year 

with information available on www.OurAir.org, as well as via outreach and public messaging 

through social media and other avenues, as described in Table 1. District actions are also 

identified in Table 1 and examples of educational materials and District notification efforts are 

included in Appendix A. 

https://www.ourair.org/
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TABLE 1: PUBLIC EDUCATION AND NOTIFICATION 

SBCAPCD Mitigation Plan Components 

Public Education and Notification 

(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(i)) 

Additional Measures During Air Pollution Episodes 
• Implement a website splash page regarding the exceptional event on the District’s 

homepage. (See Appendix A, Figure 1) 

• Issue bilingual news releases when wildfire smoke events are expected to occur, 

or are occurring: (https://www.ourair.org/news/ (See Appendix A, Figure 2) 

• Post bilingual messages to social media outlets informing of potential or actual 

occurrences of harmful air pollution levels and linking to health-protective resources 

(e.g. Twitter, lnstagram, Nextdoor) (See Appendix A, Figure 3) 

• Actively field phone calls from the public 

• Participate in interviews with the local news media outlets 

• Share "Air Quality Alert" messages to the National Weather Service (NWS) 

offices for display on their website and weather products. Air Quality Alerts 

provide: 

o guidance on how to protect health and reduce impacts from wildfire smoke and 

ash 

o information on the effects of elevated particulate matter 

o phone numbers to contact the District and links to the District's website for 

more information on air quality 

• Promote up-to-date information on EPA’s Fire and Smoke Map 

 
Measures in Effect Year-Round 

• Maintain the District's website with information about the following. Many of these 

resources are also available in Spanish. 

o Air pollution and health: https://www.ourair.org/apcd/air-pollutants-and-health/ 

(See Appendix A, Figure 4) 

o Information on “clean air rooms” for keeping indoor air clean:   

https://www.ourair.org/clean-air-rooms/ (See Appendix A, Figures 5 and 6) 

o Today's air quality and forecasts: https://www.ourair.org/todays-air-quality/ 

o Air monitoring: https://www.ourair.org/air-monitoring/ (See Appendix A, Figure 7) 

o School air quality activity recommendations. (https://www.ourair.org/wp-

content/uploads/AQ-Levels-School-Guidelines-SBCAPCD-2022.pdf) (See 

Appendix A, Figure 8) 

o District’s residential wood smoke reduction program (See Appendix A, Figure 9)  

• Post messages to social media outlets informing of air quality conditions, District 

programs, events, and clean air tips (e.g. Twitter, lnstagram, Nextdoor) (See 

Appendix A, Figure 10) 

• Provide educational outreach, like the District's Clean Air Ambassadors program, 

which promotes environmental literacy and teaches students about ways they can 

help improve air quality: https://www.ourair.org/clean-air-ambassadors-program/  

• Offer a free subscription to air quality alerts and news, via email and text: 

https://www.ourair.org/subscribe/  

• Provide real-time PM10 and PM2.5 concentrations to CARB for updates to their 

Air Quality and Meteorological Information System "AQMIS" website: 

https://www.ourair.org/news/
https://twitter.com/OurAirSBC
https://www.instagram.com/ourairsbc/
https://nextdoor.com/agency-detail/ca/santa-barbara-county/county-of-santa-barbara/
https://www.ourair.org/apcd/air-pollutants-and-health/
https://www.ourair.org/clean-air-rooms/
https://www.ourair.org/clean-air-rooms/
https://www.ourair.org/todays-air-quality/
https://www.ourair.org/air-monitoring/
https://www.ourair.org/wp-content/uploads/AQ-Levels-School-Guidelines-SBCAPCD-2022.pdf
https://www.ourair.org/wp-content/uploads/AQ-Levels-School-Guidelines-SBCAPCD-2022.pdf
https://twitter.com/OurAirSBC
https://www.instagram.com/ourairsbc/
https://nextdoor.com/agency-detail/ca/santa-barbara-county/county-of-santa-barbara/
https://www.ourair.org/clean-air-ambassadors-program/
https://www.ourair.org/subscribe/
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https://www.arb.ca.gov/aqmis2/aqmis2.php 

• Share real-time PM10 and PM2.5 concentrations and forecast the Air Quality Index 
(AQI) to EPA for display to their AirNow webpages (https://www.airnow.gov/ and 
https://fire.airnow.gov/) and AirNow mobile app. 

Measures to Minimize Contributing Controllable Sources  
(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(ii)(A)) 

Current District rules and regulations establish stringent control of PM and other pollutant 

emissions from sources in Santa Barbara County. Through ongoing efforts to evaluate the 

effectiveness of rules, the District continues its efforts to mitigate emissions of fugitive dust and 

other controllable sources of particulates which can exacerbate PM concentrations during high 

wind events and wildfire events. 

Permitting and enforcement programs are designed to reduce the emissions of various 

pollutants and air contaminants including PM. When high concentrations are observed, District 

staff rely on field observations, air quality complaints, and public calls to identify areas of 

impact and likely sources of the high concentrations. Emissions from controllable sources like 

open burning, can be curtailed in the area to reduce contributing impacts to high PM 

concentrations during high wind events and wildfire events. Rules designed to minimize smoke 

and dust impacts from controllable sources are listed in Table 2. 

When air quality is impacted or is forecasted to be impacted by exceptional events, the District 

takes additional measures to reduce emissions. Burning activities, such as agricultural burning, 

hazard reduction burning, and prescribed burning are curtailed and burn authorizations are not 

granted. Further, ongoing communication and close coordination between the District and local 

land managers on prescribed burning projects helps to reduce the risk that very large, out-of-

control wildfires will occur. Reduction of fuel build-up through prescribed burning projects and 

other, non-burning methods used by land managers, in areas that are susceptible to wildfires, is 

a key contributing factor that can lead to reduced wildfires and reduced frequency and duration 

of smoke impacts in Santa Barbara County. 

The District also provides a variety of grants and incentive programs designed to reduce PM 

emissions throughout Santa Barbara County. The programs provide funding for the 

replacement of commercial on- and off-road vehicles and equipment, agricultural and marine 

engines, lawn care equipment, and residential wood-burning stoves, fireplace inserts, and 

fireplaces with cleaner alternatives. Other incentive programs, like the District’s Vessel Speed 

Reduction program, also result in the reduction of PM pollution, resulting in improved local air 

quality. The District successfully operates these programs in coordination with regional 

stakeholders to voluntarily reduce emissions across the county. A list of the District’s current 

grant and incentive programs are included in Table 2 and are maintained on the District’s 

Planning and Grants webpage (https://www.ourair.org/planning-grants/).  

https://www.arb.ca.gov/aqmis2/aqmis2.php
https://www.airnow.gov/
https://fire.airnow.gov/
https://www.ourair.org/planning-grants/
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TABLE 2: MEASURES TO MINIMIZE CONTRIBUTING CONTROLLABLE SOURCES 

SBCAPCD Mitigation Plan Practices 
Measures to Minimize Contributing Controllable Sources 

(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(ii)(A)) 

Rules and Regulations  

• The District implements several rules designed to minimize smoke and dust impacts 
from controllable sources. Relevant rules include: 
o Rule 312 (Open Fires): minimizes smoke impacts to the public from open burning 

conducted in Santa Barbara County, with the exception of prescribed burning and 
hazard reduction burning as defined in Rule 401 (Agricultural and Prescribed 
Burning). 

o Rule 401 (Agricultural and Prescribed Burning): minimizes smoke 

impacts to the public from all prescribed burning and hazard reduction 

burning in wildland/urban interface. 

o Rule 345 (Control of Fugitive Dust from Construction and 

Demolition Activities): requires actions to prevent, reduce, and 

mitigate fugitive dust emissions from construction, demolition, 

excavation, extraction, and other earthmoving activities. 

 

Grant and Incentive Programs 

• The District provides clean air grant funds to benefit public health by cost-effectively 
replacing old, high polluting equipment with newer, cleaner equipment. Current grant 
programs include: 

o On-Road Vehicles: https://www.ourair.org/grants-for-on-road-vehicles/  

o Off-Road Equipment: https://www.ourair.org/grants-for-off-road-equipment/  

o Agricultural Engines: https://www.ourair.org/grants-for-agricultural-engines/  

o Marine Engines: https://www.ourair.org/grants-for-marine-vessels/  

o Infrastructure: https://www.ourair.org/ev-charging-program/  

o Low Emission School Buses: https://www.ourair.org/clean-air-grants-for-buses/  

• The District offers a variety of incentive programs designed to reduce air pollution, 
benefit public health, and help educate students about the importance of clean air. 
Current incentive programs include: 

o Old Car Buy Back Program: https://www.ourair.org/old-car-buy-back-program/  

o Woodsmoke Reduction Program: https://www.ourair.org/heatclean/   

o Resources for Teachers: https://www.ourair.org/resources-for-teachers/  

o Landscape Equipment Electrification Fund: https://www.ourair.org/leefprogram/ 

o Vessel Speed Reduction Program: https://www.ourair.org/air-pollution-marine-
shipping/   

  

https://www.ourair.org/grants-for-on-road-vehicles/
https://www.ourair.org/grants-for-off-road-equipment/
https://www.ourair.org/grants-for-agricultural-engines/
https://www.ourair.org/grants-for-marine-vessels/
https://www.ourair.org/ev-charging-program/
https://www.ourair.org/clean-air-grants-for-buses/
https://www.ourair.org/old-car-buy-back-program/
https://www.ourair.org/heatclean/
https://www.ourair.org/resources-for-teachers/
https://www.ourair.org/leefprogram/
https://www.ourair.org/air-pollution-marine-shipping/
https://www.ourair.org/air-pollution-marine-shipping/
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Measures to Minimize Public Exposure to High Concentrations of PM  
(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(ii)(B)) 

The District's public education and public messaging efforts increase community awareness 

about the harmful effects of air pollution and provide information about ways residents can 

take action to minimize exposure to high concentrations of PM during episodic events like high 

winds and wildfires. District-issued bilingual news releases, social media outreach, and 

webpage banners are utilized to inform the public that high concentrations of PM are forecast 

to occur or are occurring and share measures that can be taken to minimize exposure. 

Additional public education and notification measures were presented above in Table 1 and 

examples of outreach and education materials are shown in Appendix A. Table 3 highlights the 

measures that help to minimize public exposure to high concentrations of PM. 

 TABLE 3: MEASURES TO MINIMIZE PUBLIC EXPOSURE TO HIGH CONCENTRATIONS OF PM 

 SBCAPCD Mitigation Plan Practices 
Minimize Public Exposure to High Concentrations of PM 

(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(ii)(B)) 

• The District’s Clean Air Rooms Pilot Program helps mitigate the harmful 

health effects of wildfire smoke for residents of the disadvantaged 

communities of Guadalupe and Casmalia by providing free residential air 

filtration units. https://www.ourair.org/clean-air-rooms/  

• The District supports the Clean Air Centers Program established by Assembly 

Bill (AB) 836. AB 836 provided funding to create Wildfire Smoke Clean Air 

Centers for vulnerable populations and establish a network of publicly 

accessible facilities with high-efficiency air filtration systems for residents who 

may not otherwise have access to clean aid during wildfire events 

(https://www.ourair.org/050522-news/). The District conducted outreach to 

eligible applicants (https://www.ourair.org/050522-news/) and is supporting 

successful applicants with their projects and community outreach. One grant 

recipient is expected to have their Clean Air Center ready in 2023, and the 

two other recipients are expected to have their Clean Air Centers ready in 

2024, depending on construction timelines. 

• Obtain field observations and confirmation of windblown dust and wildfire 

smoke PM impacts to aid the District’s public messaging efforts. 

• Investigate air quality complaints. 

• “Public Education and Notification” measures (see Table 1) are applicable to 

minimizing public exposure to high concentrations of PM. 

• “Measures to Minimize Contributing Controllable Sources” measures (see 

Table 2) are applicable to minimizing public exposure to high concentrations 

of PM. 

 

 

  

https://www.ourair.org/clean-air-rooms/
https://www.ourair.org/050522-news/
https://www.ourair.org/050522-news/
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Processes to Collect and Maintain Data Pertinent to the Event  
(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(ii)(C)) 

The District collects and maintains data pertinent to documenting and reviewing exceptional 

events that impact air quality and public health. The air monitoring network in Santa Barbara 

County has continuous PM10 and PM2.5 monitors operating throughout the year. Continuous 

monitoring provides real-time air quality information that is used to identify air pollution 

episodes. Data from the District’s air monitoring network are available to District staff, CARB, 

and the general public in real-time on the District’s website, and is retained on internal District 

servers as well as EPA’s Air Quality Systems (AQS) database. 

When exceptional events occur or are forecast to occur, additional information is collected 

including photos of impacted areas, satellite images, weather information, meteorological data 

like wind speed and direction, and news and media postings and articles. Data and information 

are retained for use when preparing exceptional event demonstrations that are submitted to 

CARB and to EPA to request that exceedances caused by exceptional events be excluded from 

regulatory determinations. Table 4 summarizes the measures taken to collect and maintain 

data. 

TABLE 4: PROCESSES TO COLLECT AND MAINTAIN DATA PERTINENT TO THE EVENT 

SBCAPCD Mitigation Plan Practices 
Minimize Public Exposure to High Concentrations of PM 

(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(ii)(B)) 

• A network of gaseous and particulate air quality monitors is operated 

throughout Santa Barbara County by the District. 

• Use real-time data from continuous monitors to identify exceptional events 

impacts. 

• Collect photos, satellite images, and other evidence that represents the 

severity and location of impacts from the exceptional events to be used in 

demonstration documentation requesting EPA exclude the impacted data 

from regulatory determinations. 

• Collect PM data and upload to EPA’s AQS database for future reference and 

analysis. 

• Maintain Data in District’s local data management server. 

• Save evidence and data workbooks relevant to exceedances on District 

servers for future reference. 
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Mechanisms to Consult with Other Air Quality Managers to Abate and 

Minimize Impacts  
(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(ii)(D)) 

Often the same weather systems or natural events are responsible for impacts to air quality 

across multiple regions and air basins in California, highlighting the need for inter-District 

consultation regarding the appropriate responses to abate and minimize impacts to PM10 from 

wildfires and other exceptional events. The District engages with neighboring air districts and 

public health departments within the county to share information when exceptional events 

impacts are occurring or forecast to occur and that will have prolonged impacts. 

The District also works closely with land management agencies including CalFire, U.S. Forest 

Service, Department of Fish and Wildlife, and other local fire departments and land managers 

to carry out forest management efforts. A key part of these efforts includes planning for and 

executing safe and effective hazard reduction burns. As part of its burn program, the District 

ensures these prescribed burns are designed and planned to minimize air quality impacts and 

reduce the occurrence and impact of wildfires. A District approved Smoke Management Plan 

(SMP) is required for all prescribed burns prior to granting ignition authorization, and Basic 

Smoke Management Practices (BSMP) are required during a burn – including deployment of an 

Environmental Beta Attenuation Monitor (EBAM) at a potential Sensitive Receptor Location, 

referencing pollutant levels on the District Monitoring Network, and coordinating burns with 

other Air Districts in our shared air basin. The District’s prescribed burn efforts also include 

smoke modeling (prior to a burn) and a two-step public notification process, whereby the 

District works with the involved Fire Agency to broadly disseminate two news releases about 

upcoming burns. This two-step process involves 1) a news release once the “burn window” is 

determined, and 2) a media advisory issued the day before or morning of a burn. All past 

prescribed burn notices can be found on the District’s website 

(https://www.ourair.org/category/prescribed-burn-information/). This robust notification 

process ensures that community members understand when, where, and why prescribed burns 

are occurring in their area and ensures that measures are in place to minimize the duration and 

severity of smoke emissions. 

Internal coordination amongst various divisions within the District is also an integral part of 

communicating with partner agencies and ensuring that the District responds promptly and 

appropriately to minimize impacts during exceptional events. The District's air quality 

forecasting team has the primary responsibility for observing air quality impacts from 

exceptional events and is responsible for initiating coordination with other divisions at the 

District including the outreach, compliance, and air monitoring teams. This ensures the same 

up-to-date information is being used to make decisions and allows these groups to effectively 

coordinate with their counterparts at partner agencies. 

 

https://www.ourair.org/category/prescribed-burn-information/
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TABLE 5: MECHANISMS TO CONSULT WITH OTHER AIR QUALITY MANAGERS 

SBCAPCD Mitigation Plan Practices 
Mechanisms to Consult with Other Air Quality Managers 

(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(ii)(D)) 

• Coordination with neighboring air quality management agencies and land 

management agencies via phone calls, conference calls, and email during 

high-wind and wildfire events to address public messaging and dust 

mitigation tactics to minimize impacts to public health. 

• Coordination with internal divisions via phone calls, in-person meetings, and 

email between the District’s forecasting, outreach, compliance, and air 

monitoring teams. 

 

Public Review and Comment 
(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(iii)(A)) 

This exceptional events mitigation plan will be made available for public review and comment 

for a minimum of 30 days. A copy of the public notice for this review period is included in 

Appendix B. The District will consider any and all comments received and make changes to the 

plan if appropriate. Comments received and responses will be included in the final plan when 

submitted to CARB. Upon submitting the final plan to CARB, the District will request that CARB 

submit the final plan to EPA. 

Periodic Review and Evaluation 
(40 CFR 51.930(b)(2)(iii)(B)) 

The District will review the mitigation plan every five years and make revisions as appropriate. 

The District will then submit the reviewed or revised mitigation plan to CARB, for transmittal to 

EPA. 
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A P P E N D I X  A  –  E X A M P L E S  O F  P U B L I C  

O U T R E A C H  A N D  E D U C A T I O N  M A T E R I A L S  

1. Examples of Outreach Measures During Air Pollution Episodes 

Examples include news releases, social media posts, and outreach materials during air 

pollution episodes such as wildfires and high winds events 

Figure 1: Example of Splash Page on District Homepage 
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Figure 2: Example of District News Release for Wildfire Event 
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Figure 3: Examples of District Posts to Social Media during Wildfire Events 
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2. Examples of Resources and Information Available Year-Round 

Examples include resources and information available on the District's webpage 

throughout the year to communicate the types of pollution, the effects of being exposed to 

pollution, and recommended actions the public can take to reduce exposure to harmful 

pollution. 

 

Figure 4: District's “About Smoke and Health” Webpage 
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Figure 5: District Clean Air Rooms Webpage 

 

 

Figure 6: Clean Air Room Infographics 
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Figure 7: District Daily Air Quality Forecast Webpage 

 

 

Figure 8: Air Quality Activity Chart Provided to School Districts 
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Figure 9: District Residential Wood Smoke Reduction Program Webpage 
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Figure 10: Examples of Ongoing Public Outreach 

Twitter/X 

(@OurAirSBC) 
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Instagram 

(@ourairsbc) 
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A P P E N D I X  B  –  N O T I C E  O F  P U B L I C  R E V I E W  A N D  

C O M M E N T  P E R I O D  
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A p p e n d i x  B  N o t i c e  o f  P u b l i c  R e v i e w  a n d  

R e q u e s t  f o r  C o m m e n t s  

Exceptional Events Mitigation Plan for Santa Barbara County 
Santa Barbara County has been identified by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

as an area that is required to develop a mitigation plan to minimize the public exposure from PM10 

emissions generated during exceptional events, which may include wildfires, high wind dust events, 

prescribed fires, stratospheric ozone intrusions, and firework demonstrations. As required by the 2016 

Exceptional Events Rule, and codified at Title 40, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 51.930 (40 CFR 

51.930), the Santa Barbra County Air Pollution Control District (District) has prepared a draft Exceptional 

Events Mitigation Plan for Santa Barbara County and is soliciting comments on the draft plan. 

This draft plan outlines the procedures the District will take to protect public health in cases where 

exceptional events increase PM10 concentrations in the region to a level where they exceed or are 

expected to exceed the 24-hour PM10 ambient air quality standard. Key elements for the plan include: 1) 

public education and notification, 2) measures to minimize contributing controllable sources, 3) 

measures to minimize public exposure to high concentrations of PM, 4) processes to collect and 

maintain data pertinent to the event, and 5) periodic review and evaluation. 

Public Comment Procedures 
A copy of the draft plan is available for review at the District office, 260 North San Antonio Road, Suite A, 

Santa Barbra, CA 93110, and can also be downloaded from the District’s website: 

www.OurAir.org/news. 

Comments may be submitted in writing from December 18, 2023 to January 17, 2024, to Bryan Wong at 

the District office at the above address. For more information, contact Bryan Wong at (805) 979-8302 or 

WongB@sbcapcd.org. 

All public comments and responses will be part of the plan submittal to EPA. 

Published on December 18, 2023 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ourair.org/news
mailto:WongB@sbcapcd.org
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