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Drought Status
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2015 California Precipitation 
(Bottom 10%)
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Lack of Sierra Snowpack
Google “Sierra Snowpack”
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2015 California Temperatures
(Continued Warm)
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Drought Monitor
droughtmonitor.unl.edu

Google “Drought Monitor”
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Dead Fuels in Los Padres NF (May 2015)

Dead oak & cured grass       
(3 ft tall) near Lake Cachuma

Pine grove – Painted 
Cave 
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El Niño 2015-16
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• Ocean continues to reflect sustained  and 
strengthening El Niño conditions

• 90% chance of an El Niño this winter

• Likely to be in a “strong” category

Latest ENSO* Information
August 2015

El Niño Advisory in effect

* ENSO stands for El Niño Southern Oscillation



11Drought & El Niño Updates

Normal Pacific Pattern 
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El Niño Pattern 
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Global Satellite on August 12, 2015

Clouds
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Sea Surface Temperature 
Anomalies Last Four Weeks
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Sea Surface 
Temperature (SST) 
Anomalies –
One Year 

Latest weekly (Aug. 17) 
value of Niño 3.4 

region 
is +2.0° C
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Comparison of SSH - 1997, 2015
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ENSO Model Predictions

Neutral

Summer Winter

Weak to 
Moderate

Strong
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Classic El Niño Winter Impacts
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• El Niño tilts the odds of above normal rainfall for 
southwest California this winter 

• The strength of this El Niño is the most difficult 
prediction; favors a strong event

• One El Niño winter season will not end the drought 
(over 30” rainfall deficit in 4-years)

• Prior to the rainy season, we should be prepared 
for a dangerous wildfire season

El Niño Conclusions
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Sundowner Winds

 Warm and Dry Downslope Winds

Impacting Santa Ynez Range and SBA South Coast

 Typically Strongest in the Evening

 Can Produce Damaging Winds & Hot/Dry Conditions

Associated with Several Large Historical Fires 
(Jesusita, Tea, Gap) 

 Peak Events from April through early July

Secondary peak in Fall
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Thank You!
Questions?

Eric Boldt

805-988-6623

eric.boldt@noaa.gov

www.weather.gov/losangeles


